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Another venture was the narrow-gauge Alum Rock steam railroad. 
started (1890) by a man named Quincy. who lost all he had by the time the 
line reached White Road. It was taken over by Hugh Center (franchise. 
July 1894) and continued to the mouth of Alum Rock canyon. The cars were 
drawn at first by an 8-ton engine. later increased in size. It became the 
"Narrow Gauge Electric" at the turn of the century. 

The telephone utility continued a small but steady growth having by 
1892. 311 subscribers. a gain of 229 in ten years. 
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gathered s;avings. The monument was unveiled (February 21, 1903) at 
ceremonies addressed by the Hon. E. A. Hayes and Father R. E. Kenna, S. J. 

A redwood in Washington Square and another at the Campbell school 
recall the fifth preSidential visit to this City, that of President Theodore 
Roosevelt (May 12, 1903.) Roosevelt spent the night in his private car here, 
spoke to a large audience from a specially erected platform at the railroad 
station, planted trees, and drove about the valley. 

Library Building Donated 

Andrew Carnegie gave the City (March 10, 1901) its $50,000 public 
library in response to pleas by community representatives, notably O. A. 
Hale and Mayor C. J. Martin. Its cornerstone was laid in Washington 
Square (February 16, 1902) by the San Jose Elks, who commemorated the 
fact on the cornerstone, much to the disgust of the Pastors' Union. The 
legend being defaced one night, the cornerstone was thereafter replaced, 
bearing nothing but the date. 

The $7000 East San Jose Carnegie Library (1907) became a branch of 
the main library on annexation of that city. 

The county free library was established (July 1, 1914) in the Hall of 
Justice. 

'---' Clubs and Organizations 

The San Jose Golf and Country Club (now San Jose Country Club) 
began as the Linda Vista Golf Club (October 19, 1899), its original club~ 

house being later the Linda Vista Sanitarium, with an 80~acre course. With 
its new name it moved (19 13) to its present 93~acre course and built its 
$15,000 clubhouse. 

The South Bay Yacht Club, also founded in the latter nineties, built its 
clubhouse at Alviso (1903.) 

New women's organizations included To Kalon (1902), the Browning 
Society (1902), the Monday Club (1904), the Ou tdoor Art League (1904.) 
Minequa Council, Degree of Pocahontas, organized (September 1902). 

G. A. R. 'posts combined, as did their auxiliaries. as the Sheridan~Dix 

Post, No. 7 (February 1905.) Kate Sherwood Tent, Daughters of Union 
Veterans was mustered into the national alliance (April 1905.) Spanish~ 

American War Veterans formed their organization, and a unit of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (May 29, 1901.) 

, Scottish Rite Masonry was launched here by 22 Masons (November 6, 
1904) and its first Temple was built on North Third (1908.) The $50,000 
Masonic Temple (First, south of San Antonio) was built (1905) and 
replaced (1908.) 

San Jose Council. No. 874, Knights of Columbus, was founded (April 
24. 1904) with 32 charter members. 

Other new social and fraternal orders included San Jose Lodge, No. 
643, Loyal Order of Moose (November 25,1910); Club La France (October 
26,1902.) San Jose Elks erected their present building (1913.) 




