San Jose, Callfornia
Marc¢h l0th 1320

2srecidant of tne £, G, A,
Dear Hiri
Arriving hero last avenlng, 1 wag woll 86t to taks up
my schadule in this district first thing thle morning, when I drove to
the San Josge Country Club at the request of P.C.A., membor EQ Duino, There
I met the lo0al greenksepar, 710 1a president o7 the northarn Jallfornda
Greenkeepers' Assooclation. Geormge Santana, a vary capable man,

Before we started our inspeotion I had & Tine talk wilth the prese
ident of the club, J, Roderick 3nd three members of the Green Commnittes,
Geo. D. Gllman, C, Pomeroy and E£.L.Bronson, all of whom had turned out to
asat me, I was able to glve them an outline of the dotlves of tho PG4,
in extending the ssrvisce. All of thege accompanied me uatll the Lnspeoctio
of the course was completed at about one=tairty, and after we had started
we were Jolned by a half dozea otier ofticlals, who faollovred every com-
menht with unusual attentlon.

Chlef of thelr problems was the flrst green, a comparatively nem
ons, which was sloped too much ahd consequently diffiocult to hold from
above th cup, I gave directlons for a proper reconstruction.

I also gave them full directlons for the bullding of an sntlrely
new greon for Lhe 140 yards fourteenth and rearrangemento of the seventh,
elghth, eleventh, twelfth, flfteenth and slxteenth. All of theso groens
sory of antlquated types with sharply slosed banks,

q yp ply elo: ﬂfo‘Z,

Later in the afternoon [ went to La Rinconada Country Club,at ths

roquest of P.G.A, member Phllip Jefferson. There is also another P.G.A.
menmber at thls club, Bert Le Fsev¥re. Hers I met also the president of the
olub, W,C,Spragus, vho was most thorough in showing ths construction of
thelr putting green turf, walel in nany instances nroseonts nothing bub
Chewlngs Fgsuue, and ina others a2 combination of thls Fescuse with Seaslde
bent. This latter comblnation they regret and adhere staunchly to the
solld Fescue, Those greens are entirely different from any others 1 have
investifated in Callfornia. The soll 1s Sandy clay with hard-pan botton,
but in constructing the greens Jefferson wlgely lntroduoed an egqual am+
ount of Sharp sand wirh t o hatlve soll, I was auci interested in observ-
ing and lnvestigating a dressing of aprioot meal, which they claim 1s
very effective. It 15 a Ly-product of ground apricot kernels, after
crushing to extract the oil, '

But one hole on thls entlre course shows any sand-traps whatever,

three showlng on the right of the ninth,

Very truly yours
A, W, Tillinghast.
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